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Issues affecting Livingston Parish
During the 2013 Legislative Session, a fiscal session, most of our time was spent on the state budget and the method to provide 
funding for the state operating budget for the short term and the long term.  

As the session ended the Legislature was able to limit the use of one time money in the future to balance the budget and to 
require the Executive Department to submit a budget to the Legislature that contains only monies that have been recognized 
by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

Legislation was introduced and passed that added $69 million to the MFP for K-12 education in Public schools with 50% 
going to Certified Teachers and the funding is now recurring at the rate of 2.75% increase annually. The increased funding will 
result in certified teachers getting between $500 and $600 additional pay annually.

During this session legislation was approved that will start the study and feasibility of offering Community and Technical 
College Services in Livingston Parish. Also, the process of funding for the construction of the Community and Technical 
College Facility upon completion of the study was started.

The Legislature was successful in blocking any additional restrictions on ownership of firearms.

The Legislature was successful in securing funding for road safety and to ease traffic congestion:

. Funding has been secured for widening of I-12 to Satsuma

. Funding approved for Juban Road widening from I-12 to Highway 190

. Cockerham Road widening and overlay is now underway

.  Funding for Safety Study for 4-H Club Road from Highway 190 to LA 16

. Continued funding for Highway 447 widening to I-12

. Overlay of LA 1030 from LA 16 to LA 1026 approved

. Rushing Road –overlay and drainage improvement now under construction

Additional information on legislative issues can be viewed on my website at  www.jrogerspope.com.

Report to the Citizens of Livingston Parish

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
BATON ROUGE, LA

PERMIT NO. 55

P.O. Box 555
Denham Springs, LA 70727 Representative J. Rogers Pope

A Note from Representative J. Rogers Pope
2013 Legislative Update

Representative J. Rogers Pope
Proudly Serving Louisiana’s 71st District

Contact Information

P.O. Box 555
Denham Springs, LA 

70727
•

(225)667-3588
•

poper@ 
legis.la.gov

Membership

Appropriations

Health and Welfare

Joint Legislative 
Committee on the 

Budget

Capital Region 
Delegation

Republican 
Delegation

Rural Caucus

In January 2008, I was sworn in as State Representative for House District 71 representingLivingston Parish in the State Legislature.  My duty as a State Representative representingLivingston Parish is to be a voice for all citizens of Livingston Parish in the State Legislature.  Itake that responsibility seriously and I have worked hard to improve economic development inLivingston Parish, improve roads, improve funding for public education, oppose unnecessarytax increases, and been an advocate for balancing our state operating budget based on identifiedresources and limiting the use of one time money.The Legislature was able to make some changes in the budgeting process by limiting the use ofone time money to balance the budget and to require the Executive Department to submit a budget to the Legislature that contains only monies that have been recognized by the Revenue EstimatingConference.  
During this fiscal session of the Legislature, $69 million was added to the MFP for K-12education in Public schools with 50% going to Certified Teachers. The funding is now recurring atthe rate of 2.75%, increased annually.
Livingston Parish has long been identified as having one of the better public education systemsin Louisiana.  As Livingston Parish continues to grow it is clear that we need to look at other options for providing quality education for our young people.  We have pushed for Community Collegeservices in Livingston Parish and during this session legislation was approved that will start thestudy and feasibility of offering Community College Services in Livingston Parish and provided for funding for the construction of the Technical College Facility upon completion of the study.For the second year the Legislature was able to obtain unanimous approval to provide fundingassistance to develop the Juban Crossing project, but unfortunately Governor Jindal again chose toveto this legislation. 

I look forward to continue to serve you in the State Legislature and welcome your commentsand recommendations as we continue to work together to improve Livingston Parish and Louisiana. I hope the information provided in this document is useful.  Many of the bills that received themost public interest are described in this newsletter.  You may continue to learn about the results ofthe 2013 Regular Session by visiting www.legis.lagov. Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any issue that affects Livingston Parish orLouisiana.  I always welcome your comments and thank you for expressing your concerns andrecommendations.  My email address is poper@legis.la.gov and my website is www.jrogerspope.com.  

Sincerely Yours,
J. Rogers Pope
J. Rogers Pope, State Representative

Dear Friends,



2013 Regular Session Highlights

DRAFT
Synthetic Drugs
Act 7 and Act 8  add  27 hallucinogenic substances, including 
25-I, C-Boom, synthetic cannabinoids and cathinones to the 
list of Schedule I controlled dangerous substances.

Guns
Act 84  allows for the issuance of a lifetime concealed handgun 
permit, costing $500 and requiring retraining every five years.

Act 401 prohibits anyone from knowingly publicizing or 
releasing for publication the information in concealed handgun 
permit applications, punishable by a fine of $10,000 and six 
months in jail.

Act 400 allows off-duty law enforcement officers to carry 
firearms onto school property.

Act 403 requires reporting to the FBI’s National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System, information by the 
Louisiana Supreme Court regarding an adult who is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm, by reason of mental health issues.

Transportation
Act 62  prohibits the use of social media while driving: including 
tweeting, using Facebook, posting on Instagram, or any other 
social network.

Act 55  authorizes “I’m a Cajun” to be printed on a state driver’s 
license or ID for an additional  $5, with the proceeds dedicated 
to the Council for the Development of French in Louisiana.

Sinkholes/Bayou Corne
Act 368 requires submission of site assessments and updates 
for past, current, and future wells and caverns, and increases the 
distances for new caverns from the edge of the salt stock.

Act 369  requires notification of the proximity of property to 
a salt dome containing solution mining and storage caverns by 
sellers.

Military & Veterans
Act 303  updates the La. Code of Military Justice by creating 
the offenses of sexual assault, stalking, additional offenses 
related to sexual misconduct, forcible pandering, and indecent 
exposure.

Act 90  makes the impersonation of a veteran and the fraudulent 
misrepresentation of a veteran-owned business with the intent 
to injure, defraud, obtain economic gain, or obtain or secure 
any special privilege, a crime punishable with a fine up to 
$1,000 and six months in jail.

Act 29 authorizes criminal courts to check on a defendant’s 
military status before conviction, to allow those diagnosed 
with a mental disorder to seek treatment in consultation with 
the state and federal Department of Veterans Affairs.

Act 30 establishes a funeral and burial “buffer zone” and 
increases the fine from $100 to $500 for disturbing the peace 
relative to a funeral procession, route, or burial of a veteran.

Act 5 allows a military service member 180 days from the 
end of his service to renew a government-issued license or a 
professional or occupational license.

Proposed Constitutional Amendments
November 4, 2014, Election

Taxes
House Bill 131 would require legislation relative to tax 
rebates, tax incentives, and tax abatements to be introduced or 
considered in regular sessions commencing in odd-numbered 
years when other tax matters are introduced and considered.

Property Sales
House Bill 256 would provide an 18-month redemption 
period for blighted or abandoned property sold at tax sale.

Boards and Commissions
House Bill 426 would require two at-large members of the 
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission be from North Louisiana.

Health
House Bill 532 would establish a Medicaid reimbursement 
formula for hospitals, implement an annual hospital provider 
assessment through the formula, and require revenues generated  
be deposited in a newly created Hospital Stabilization Fund.

House Bill 533 would constitutionally protect the Medical 
Assistance Trust Fund.

Disabilities
Senate Bill 56 would remove requirement of annual 
recertification of those permanently disabled for purposes of ad 
valorem taxation.

Senate Bill  96 would reduce the eligibility threshold for 
disabled veterans and spouses from 100% disabled to “totally 
disabled or unemployable” for purposes of exemption from 
property taxes.

Tax Credits
Act 265  creates the Louisiana New Markets Jobs Act to provide 
credits against insurance premium tax, and provides incentives 
for private businesses to invest in low-income rural and urban 
communities.

Act 428  repeals the tax credit for wind energy systems; converts 
the solar energy system credit to a solar electric system credit 
and authorizes a credit for solar thermal systems.

Act 418  establishes a central registry with the Department 
of Revenue for the registration and recording of tax credits 
granted by the state and any subsequent transfers.

State Government
Act 399 establishes the Office of Debt Recovery within the 
Department of Revenue to aid in the collection of delinquent 
debts on behalf of state agencies that do not have debt collection 
contracts.

Act 184 abolishes an additional 15 various boards and 
commissions, and provides for the sunset of statutory boards 
and commissions that fail to report required financial 
information.

Act 384  creates a new state department dedicated solely to el-
derly affairs and all issues affecting senior citizens.  However, 
the state constitution only allows for 20 departments, thus the 
bill delays effectiveness of the actual creation of the department 
until such time as the legislature eliminates an existing depart-
ment, consolidates departments, or changes the constitution. 

Act 374  prohibits wage discrimination between the sexes in 
state employment, and provides equal compensation for equal 
work, while allowing for exceptions regarding matters such as 
seniority and merit.

Protection of Children
Act 260   adds coercion of a female child to undergo an abortion 
as a defined form of child abuse.

Government Transparency
Act 212  requires an annual report by DHH concerning the 
Louisiana Medicaid Bayou Health program and the Louisiana 
Behavioral Health Partnership program, which were previously 
run publicly but now are handled by six private companies.
Act 340 requires that higher education board members 
make public the names of board member granted scholarship 
recipients and the value of the award.

Education
Act 50  requires that school crisis plans and safety drills be 
developed jointly with law enforcement and emergency officials.

Act 151  and Act 291  prohibit high school students with 
exceptionalities (except gifted/talented) who are not pursuing a 
high school diploma from being administered any test pursuant 
to LEAP or the school accountability program, including the 
ACT, unless their parents “opt in” or the test is included in the 
student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

Higher Education
Act 360  allows $251 million in state bonds, outside the capital 
outlay system, to be sold to fund 28 construction projects at 
community colleges.

Act 426  authorizes higher education boards to impose a $48 
campus maintenance fee, a $2,500 increase for LSU digital 
media students, and $575 for dental students at LSU’s Health 
Sciences Center.

Act 359   revises core curriculum requirements and the method 
of calculating the grade point average for TOPs awards so as 
not to penalize students who take advanced placement or other 
college-level courses.

Health Care Funding
Act 409  provides for “bed taxes” levied by nursing homes and 
intermediate care facilities for the developmentally disabled 
and for assessments paid by pharmacies, to draw down federal 
matching funds used only for Medicaid reimbursements to 
provider groups that contribute to the fund.

Criminal Law
Act 239 allows parole consideration for juveniles sentenced 
to life imprisonment for murder, after serving 35 years of their 
sentence.

Act 183   increases the total number of credits, from 250 to 365, 
that may be earned by an offender for participation in certified 
treatment or rehabilitation programs.

Act 144  adds human trafficking, trafficking of children for 
sexual purposes, aggravated kidnapping of a child, sale of 
children, female genital mutilation, and bigamy to the definition 
of “racketeering.”

Act 429    creates the Exploited Children’s Special Fund  in which 
50% of property, which is forfeited due to human trafficking 
violations, will be deposited and used to provide services and 
treatment to sexually exploited children.
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